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ties, and more distant from the water ; pre-
cisely indicating in the strongest manner
what was observed when the Asiatic cholera
was scourging this and other countries-
that the unhealthy districts were those near
to the rivers, and in low, damp localities,
and that in all such places the disease was
most fatal. I am, Sir, with great respect,
yours truly,

J. L. LEVISON.
25, Upper Temple-street, Birmingham,

May 28, 1841.

J. L. LEVISON.
25, Upper Temple-street, Birmingham,

EXTRACTION OF TEETH.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR :-1 read with much pleasure the
paper of Mr. Stevens on the Tooth-Key In-
strument, in your last Number, and can

from twenty years’ experience in military
and provincial practice, in both of which
dental surgery is a part of the surgeon’s
duty, confidently assert that the principles
he lays down are of great importance; in
fact, most of the failures with the key-
instrument, I am confident, arise from igno-
rance of the resolution of the mechanical
forces. I have acted upon the principles he
so well states for many years; and I made
many years ago some diagrams which are
essentially the same as his, and to demon-
strate the same principles, I showed them
to a dentist, who informed me that Bell had
already given the same information to the
profession in his works. I have not seen Mr.
Bell’s works, but as I supposed my inform-
ant to be accurate in his statement, I was
unwilling to build upon another man’s foun-
dation, and remained silent on the subject.
I would beg leave to state that the rules I
give to my pupils in using the key are to
employ the smallest claw that will fairly
embrace the tooth ; to keep the elbow fixed,
and to make the turn with the supination of
the hand, keeping the forearm in a line con-
tinuous with the shaft of the instrument.
These cautions, with care, common mechani-
cal skill, and some anatomical knowledge,
will, if the instrument is well constructed,
prevent many of the cruel operations that
patients sometimes undergo.

Tooth-drawing is a severe operation, and
any one who can suggest a means of ren-
dering it less painful and more successful
deserves the thanks of the public, and such
are due to Mr. Stevens, if his remarks are
original; if not, the subject is well worth
urging upon the attention of the profession.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. HOULTON.

London, May 31,1841.
J. HOULTON.

NAVAL ASSISTANT-SURGEONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR:&mdash;If you deem the following worth a
place in your popular Journal, you are at

liberty to make any use of it. I am, Sir,
your very humble servant,

J. TWEEDDALE, M.D.
87, St. Martin’s-lane, May 25, 1841.

At the annual general meeting of the offi.
cers and supporters of the Royal Naval
School, which was held at the Horticultural
Society’s room, 21, Regent-street, on last

Wednesday, to receive the report of the
council of administration for the past year;
the Right Hon. Sir George Cockburn, presi.
dent, in the chair; a notice of motion was
read by the secretary, placed on the book
last year by myself: the object of which
was to secure for the children of assistant-
surgeons of the royal navy the benefits of the

institution. And which motion was rejected,
and rejected, too, by a large majority,
without so much as an attempt to impugn
the arguments that had been advanced in its
favour. Their exclusion from the benefits of
the school, cannot but be considered as at
once impolitic and unjust: impolitic, be.
cause the greater the number of pupils at
the full yearly cost of 25l. per annum, the
better for the school ; unjust, for there is no
person on board ship, whose services are
more valuable in time of need than those of
the assistant-surgeon. The council are ac.
customed to congratulate themselves on the
increase of the number of pupils, yet oppose
that increase by refusing to admit the sons
of the members of a most responsible branch
of their profession. And why? because
they are not permitted to mess in the ward.
room. The three hundred and fifty assistant.
surgeons of the navy, both by their ele.

mentary and professional education, as well
as from their acquirements in general litera.
tnre, are equal to medical men in civil life,
and rank with them as gentlemen. But it
is too well known they labour under great
disadvantages, and their discomforts are very
glaring: instead of receiving the respect due
to them from their profession and standing as
gentlemen, their mess-place is that with the

midshipmen from the age of fourteen to the

mate, all so much younger than themselves;
where, from morning till night, nothing but
jarring and continued noise is to be heard.
They turn in to their hammocks at night; rise
in the morning; dress by the side of their
chest; they can never enjoy sufficient quie-
tude for study to improve themselves in their
profession, or to keep up that which they had
already acquired ; which is of much greater
importance to the service than it is generally
allowed to be, and would be of great advan.
tage in cases of accident and sickness. An
assistant must now continue to serve for ten

J. TWEEDDALE, M.D,


